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A Politienl Blow at Alaska,

Mr. Jamps Coosey, a Member of Con-
gross from the State of Missouri, has Intro-
duced In the House of Representatives a
Joint resolution proposing an amendment
to the Constitution of the United States
pespecting the admission of new States
into the Union

Ha proposos the addition of this Artlels,
to be numbered XVI:

“No new Stato, the territory of which, or & part
Shereof, is not coutigions W the United States, shall
be adinitted by the Congress futo tuis Union,”

Tho author of this measure manifestly
wants to bar ont Puerto Rico, Hawall and
the DPhilippines. He would also like to
keep out Cuba, if she should ask to come
fnto the Union as a State,

Putting these countries out of considera-
tion, why, wo should like to know, {8 a bar-
rior to be put up against the admission ot
Alaska?

The President in his Message to the pres-
ent Congress strongly recommends the es-
tablishment of a more highly organized
territorial government in Alaska. The
inereased population of that region has
been drawn  from our own people, fa-
miliar with free iustitutions in the
peveral States  from  which they have
gone, capable of self-government, and in
every way fitted for the privilege of State-
hood, when sufticient in numbers, To deny
to the inhabitants of Alaska all possibility
of ever coming into the Union is to deal an
unmerited blow at a Territory whose future
prosperity ought not to ba clouded merely
because our only accessto thecountry isby
a waterway inatead of overland.

After all, what a foolish thing it would be
for this groat republie to tie its own hands,
as this amendment would tie them, in
respoect to the admission of States, wherever
they may be situated. Contiguity {8 not

a suitable test of admissibllity so
much a8 capacity to live under free
fnstitutions and administer them. Tho

power of the Government, as exerecised
by the people through their Representa-
tives in Congress, should not be tram-
melled by amendments to the Constitution
except in cases of the plainest necessity, €o
obvious as to be practically beyond serious
question,

No such case Is presented In behalf of Mr,
CooNEY'S amendment.

Uselecssnoss of the Coroners’ Jury,

The following paragraph appeared in
Tue SuN yesterday:

“'A Coroner's jury decided yesterday that Pizrro
PorLuocia, who stabbed Fraxcisoo B1onio to death ina
quarrel in & saloon at 319 East 134th street on
Jan, 6, acted in self-defence. Corondr FITZPATRICK
discharged the prisoner, but he was rearrsstad by
order of the Dstrict Attorney as soon a+ he got
outaide the court room and will be arraignel before
& Magistrate to-day."”

Later the man was hald without bail in a
polica court, Such an occurrence, so far
from being unusual, is a matter of frequent
happening in the Coroners' courts of the
various boroughs, If the Coroner commits
accused persons to prison to await the
action of the Grand Jury, all goes smoothly;
but it is and has long been the custom,
both of the police officials and of District
Attorneys, to disregard entirely the dis-
charge of prisoners by Coroners when
such action did not seem to them
proper. They have almost invariably been
unwilling to agree to the release of ac-
cused persons befora the question of prob-
able guilt has been submitted to the investi-
gation of the Grand Jury. Coroners usually
protest against the arrest of discharged
prisoners under these clreumstances, and
friction between the two sets of offleials
f8 common, But the Coroners can only
splutter and the police officers marech off
in possession of thelr prisoners,

Of similar impotency are the investiga-
tions by Coroners' juries into the causes of
death by accident, as in falling buildings
or in railway disasters, The censures or
recommendations of the Coroners’ courts
are valueless for any future legal proceed-
fngs and are, indeed, but empty words,
The question, therefore, becomes exeecd-
ingly pertinent, what is the function of
Coroners' courts and juries, und whut
they amount to, anvway?

The oflee of Coroner is one of the olilest,
if not the oldest, known to our Anglo-Saxon
civilization, It originated, of course, in
ages of disorder and lawlessness when
there was hardly anything correspouding to
a police force, aud the need of some official
to inveatigate cases of peenliar death was
thefirstthing required. Astime wentonand
government attained a more elaborate or-
ganization, these Coroners' Investigations,
except in communitios where they were an
actual part of the regular judicial or police
proceeding, became of little value. Iu Eng-
land to-day, forinstance, the Coroner sonds
an accused person to prison it the jury
charges the latter with guilt; but, itthe jury
declares that there is no reason to hold the
accused, the verdict is acquiesced in by the
law offleers of the Crown, unless it is on its
face a gross iscarriage of justlce. A
Coroner’'s investigation, under such eircum-
stances, is clearly usoful,

In the interior of New York, up to within
a few years, Coroners' investigations were
conducted with old-lashioned minutenesa
and were prolific causes of trouble and
expense to citizens and taxpayers, Wit.
nesses, jurors and Coroners were paid by
the fee system, The fees were large and
the taxpayers grumbled, They saw that
the cases were mostly those of an unim-
portant charucter where the causcs of
death wore obvious, In important caavs the
police and District Attorney acted indepen-
dently.  The candidates for coronershlps
were often forced to pledge themazelves that
they would not summon juries and hold
Yormal invest igations save when absolutely
necessary,  But this did not accomplish
largn  results, A general movement
throughout the rural communities for the
entire abolition of Coroners culminated at
the last session of the Legislature in the
enactment of two amendments to the
etatutes, one giving the Boards of Super.

visors of each county power to pay

Coroners by salaries instead of by foes, and,

another, abolishing Coroners'} Jurics, save

lo

In clties of the first class. This reduced
the functions of Coroners in all places
of the Stato, save in our own oity and In
Buffalo, to a mere ** Medical Examinership "
such as 18 the case in many other States,
notably in Massachusette, Coroners in the
interior of the State, who are almost always
physicians, now do little more than look
into all sudden or unexplained deaths, and
either make a preliminary commitment of
aceused persons for probable cause, or call
suspicious elrcumstances to the attention
of the District Attorney.

Wao believe that the amendments making
theso changes as they were first intro-
duced in the Legislature were made to ap-
ply to the whole State, without restriction;
but that Buffalo and our own city were
finally cxempted from their operation be-
cause of the curtailment of political pat-
ronage that would otherwise be effected,
Wa are bound to say that we can con-
celve no other reason, save the ignoblo
one suggested, why Coroners’ juries
shonld not be abolished in this city and In
Buffalo, as well as elsewhere, We mean no
criticlsm of the present Coroners who, we
do not question, ara honest and intelligent
men, when we say that the administration
of their office in this city is now and has for
a long time been a series of thoroughly per-
functory, costly, annoying and wholly use-
less proceedings. No one can doubt this
for an instant who will take the slightest
trouble to bo present at a hearing before a
Coroner, Many of the old and valuable
practices of the offlce, such as the viewing
of the body by the jury, havo been entirely
abffidloned and the “inquest” s jammed
through as rapidly as possible,

There is no reason whatever why the
functions now performed by the Coroners
and their juries could not be entirely and
properly conducted by the officials now
known as Coroners' physicians, who should,
just as in the country, make a preliminary
investigation and report to the polloe cases
that may seem to merit thelir attention,

Bets on the Century.

In Tue SUN's opinion, the whereabouts of
the dividing line between the 18th and
20th century is, in all reason, to be found
at the end of the present year, 1000,
When, however, the subject 18 approached
in the manner of the subjoined communlca~
tion, the case requires speclal treatment
from which mere reason or probability
must stand out:

To tae Eprror or Tag Bur—Sir: The Buffele I'
quirer was receutly asked to decide when the 20th
century began, as a sporting matter, and the answer
Wan this:

‘‘As the Pope of Rome ls considered a better
mathematician than Emperor WirLiam of Germany
aud his Holiness comes out for 1901, I will stick to
Lim and pay off Lets on his decision”

Was this decision right, and should bets be pald
on it? L. R

The decision was right, but bets, which
cannot be determined by opinion or proba-
bility, but require certainty, must be de-
clared off,

The century dispute hinges on the idea
that the number used in connection with a
certain year refers not to the year itself
but to the year preceding. This again
comes from a notion that the first year was
the year O, This, again, originates, per-
haps, in the fact that some astronomers,
for easier computation when the years be-
fore or after the birth of Christ are in-
volved, call a certain yvear 0. Of this the
Encyclop@dia Britannica says:

“Astronomers denote tha year which preceded the
first of our era by zero, and the year previous to
that by 1 B. 0. But chronologers, in conformity
with the common notion, call the year preceding the
era 1 B, C, the previous vear 2 B. C., and so on.”

Not every astronomer uses a yvear 0, bud
no astronomer looks upon the flrst vear of
the Christian era as other than 1 A. D,

A letter upon the subject found in the
London Times, contains this information:

“In the 13th ceutury, and long afterward,
people used ordinal pumbers with the words
Anno Domini [Llua they wrota Anno Domint
M.CCL I, not Anno Domint M.CC.LIITler, If
{fnaccurate translat ons, such as “In the year of our
Lord one thousand two hunared and fifty-four’ had
pot come {nto use insteal of ‘In the ones thonsand
two Lhundred and fifty-fourth year of our Lord,’ the
controversy about the beginning of the century
would never have arisen."”

In tha 18th chapter of HERSCHELL'S
*“Outlines of Astronomy"” there are these
clear statements:

*In the historical dating of events there tano year
A.D 0, The year immediately previous to A. D. 1
1s nlways called B, C.1/® » @

“The years are denominated as years current (not
as vears elapsed fromthemiduight between the 81at
of December and the 1st of January immediatsly
subsequent to the birth of Christ, according to the
chironological determination of that event by Diowy.
sivs Extovyen' ®@ & »

‘A date, whether of a day or year, always ex-
prosses the duy or year current and not vlapsed,”

Days, months, years and centuries are
named by numbers, Fourteenth, or 14, is
the nameof to-day, January is the name of
the month, Nineteen hundred is the name
of the year. Nineteenth, or 19, is the name
of the century, We are inthemall, not past,
The nawme Is given to each at its birth,
goes immediately into common use, and
lasts throughout its life, 1, 14, 1900 would
b a common way of dating a letter written
to-day, all eardinal numbers with anordinal
significance. Why some people should say
that the year alone has no name while it is
fncomplete, and that the name assgociated
with it is really the title of the year from
which we have last ‘xno-rgad, is one of the
things no fellow can tind out; but there
you are,

Hence the boundary line of the 19th and
20th eenturies being, reasonably or unrea-
sonably, disputed, no bets about it go,

Mr. Balfour on England’s Wars,

In the speech which he delivered the
other day at East Manchester, and which
geems to haveafforded but little consolation
to Wis countrymen, Mr. A. J. BALFOUR as-
serted that England had emerged trium-
phant from all of her wars, with the single
exception of the contest which closed with
the acknowledgment of the independence
of the United States, Considered merely
as a historical question, it may be worth
wdiile to consider how far Mr. BALFOUR'S
assertion is sustained by facts,

Let us begin with the early vears of the
fourteenth ecentury, when, on the field of
Bannockburn, the independenco of Scote
land was a=sured, the dofinite union of
thut  kingdom with  England, which
EpwarDp 1. was so near effecting, being
by that battle postponed for almost four
centuries,  Then came the war between
England and France, in the course of
which, after the victories of Crecy and
Poitiers, great ‘conquests wero made by
Evwaup IIL at the cost of the French
monarchy. Before that king had died,
bowever, all was lost save Calais, the
Gascon eities of Bordeaus and Bayonne
and a few other points in the south, The
reign of Lis grandson, Ricuarp IL, saw
an getual French invasion of England, in
which the Isie of Wight was ravaged and
Hastings burned.  Up to this date Eng-

land, certainly, Jlud not emerged trium-
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phant from the war with France. After
1416, however, which witnessed the vie-
tory at Aginoourt, all seemed changed, and,
in 1422, Henry VI was actually crowned
King of France as well as of England. Yet,
thirty years later, nothing 1emained of the
conquests of HENRY V. exeept Calals in the
north and Bordeaux in the south, and
when, in 1463, the last-named city fell defl-
nitely into French hands, the hope of re-
galning Aquitaine passed away forever,

Mr. BALFOUR can scarcely apply the |

name of trlumph to this inglorious end-
ing of the Hundred Years' War. EDWARD
1V. is described as a great warrior, and,
undoubtedly, he was successful against
domestio rivals, but when, In 14705, he
began an invasion of France, he went
home without glory or conquest, though
with some French money In his pocket,
There was another war with Fraoco under
Epwagp VI, which resulted In the loss
of Boulogne, which Hexry VIIL had cap-
tured; the next war with France, which
took place inthe relgn of his eclder eister,
cost England the possession of Calals,
the name of which town MARrY TUDOR sald
would be found branded on her heart.
These contests, surely, did not close tri-
umphantly.

We pass to the relgns of the first two
Sruants. The attempt of JAMES 1, to reds-
tablish his son-in-law in the Palatinate
ended in miserable failure, and so did the
great expedition against Cadiz under
CHARLES [, Equally abortive was CHARLES'S
war with France, the principal alm of
which was the rellef of La Rochelle. As for
the war which CuanvEs 11, bribed by Lovis
XIV., made against Holland, it sufflces to
recall the fact that a Dutch fleet rode ex-
ultant in the Thames, and burned English
warships in the Medway, In the War of
the Spanish Succession, splendid victorles
wero won by MArLBorouGH, but no faire
minded person will contend that the con-
test ended gloriously for England, for the
Poeace of Utrecht conceded the very thing
which WiLriam IIL and MARLBOROUGH
had battled to prevent, namely, the acces-
gion of a Bourbon to the throne of Spain
and of the Indies, If Mr, BaALroURcan dis-
cern a triumph for England in the War of
the Austrian Succession which closed in
1748 with the Poace of Aix-la-Chapells, he
can see more than any patriotic English-
mwan was ablo to recognize at the time,

We come now to the war with France
which lasted from 17903 to 1802, What
triumph was there for England in the Peace
of Amiens, which broke the heart of WiL-
LIAM Prr1, and by which almost evarything
was renounced upon the Continent for which
England had contended for nine years?
Tho last contest to which we shall refer was
the War of 1812 between England and the
United States, which witnessed the repeated
defeat of English by American frigates and
the disastrous rout of an army of Peninsu-
lar veterans under WELLINGTON'S brother-
{n-law at New Orleans.

It will be admitted that the facts are
very far from supporting Mr. BALFOUR'S
assertion., He is a university man and
ought to be well informed, Lut we opine
that he did not take honors in the school of
modern history.

Hoe and Pocketbook.

According to a song of much summary
philosophy, ‘‘the colored man picks the
cotton and the white man gets the money,”
Why are we not all rich? Why do most of
us have to work? Are not the rieh rich
because they systematlcally rob the poor?
Old and perhaps not especially fruitful
questions, which are repeated in substance
in another column by an aggrieved citizen
of Brooklyn, who takes Mr. EDwiN MARK-
HAM'S immortal poem for a text, ““Why,"
he asks, ‘‘does the Man with the Hoe so
geldom becoms even moderately well-to-
do?" The trouble is to agree upon the
gcnse of ' wellsto-do.,” Shall we say that n
man should be so esteemed who has the
ordinary comforts and even some of the
luxuries of life, who is able to send his
children to the publio schools, who runs a
little ahead and nut behinu every year? If
80, the country is full of well-to-do laborers,
They have money in the banks. A great
many of them own their houses, They are
prosperous men, They constitute the
great majority of the adult male population
of the country, If they wore not wall-to-do
as a class, the country would be in a bad
way.

But why are they not rich? Because the
talent or genlus, as it should be called, for
making a great fortune is as rare as genius
{8 in other branches of human effort. To
get rich in the fierce competitions of busie
ness & man must have a combination of
penetrative intellect and sagacious judg-
ment, As a manufacturer he must find
new processes and new economies, As a
merchant he must grasp all the intricate
details of the market ahead of his coms-
petitors, This large vision will be found in
most of the men who make themselves
rich, Commodore VANDERBILT foresaw the
mighty possibilitics of railroads and he
devoted himself to them and let steam-
boats slide, A successful investor in real
estate, like the late Amos R, Lxo, for ex-
ample, must have in his mind's eye a pic-
ture of the city as it is to Le, He has to
see the dircction of greatest growth in
value; to look ahead perhaps twenty or
thirty vears. Few judgments are equal to
that, 1t is said, we know not how truly,
that 80 per cent, of the persons in business
fail soon or later. The prizes are few.,

Even the seemingly plodding art of fru-
gality, of slow accumulation is not easy.
Quick come, quick gone fs the happy-go-
lucky history of a good deal of money.
To lay up is even an art despised of many.
The inability to have the cake and to eat it
does seem one of the foolishest things in
nature, but it is a law not to be repealed,

As for the “gentleman" who, like his
predecessor of Beacon Hill, “ nover worked
and never will,” what hurt does he Jdo to
the Man with the Hoe? The father or his
grandfather, 4 Man with the Hoe to start
with, had the genius to get rich. This son
or grandson lives on the intercst of the
principal, which is invested in enterprises
that ewploy labor. His money is working
for him, It is not “idlo wealth,” It keepa
him and plenty of other fellows going, 1!
Mr. CARNEGIE ever said that the people
who do the most of the work never get
rich, he said a sentimental and not a saga-
cious thing. He has doue a good deal of
work, and has got rich by his remarkable
skill and energy; and be started from
nothing a8 nwst of our makers of great
fortunes do. Has he “robbed the poor ?"
Did PeTER CooPER " rob the poor 7

Alas! This Is the old sour way of looking
at superiority of any kind, We 'l--n.'t he-
lieve that many persons in all this nation
of laborers have this envious disposition.
Because JouN Dor has more money than
RicHarp RO, must Jous have robbed
RicHARD? Aswell might the midget com-
plain that the giant had robbed him of his
cubits, Perhaps our Brooklyn correspond-

ent bolds with M, PROvDHON, but in this J
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case he must remember that a hoe is theft
as well as a steam yacht,

Instead of glancing back at serfdom for
the sake of appreciating the swift and sure
progress of the world, our dissatisfled
Brooklynite assumes that the laborer is as
low as ever. As & matter of fact, the
modern laborer has convenlences and com-
forts which the highest old lords and
masters of three hundred years ago could
vot have, But the great change lies in the
fact that most of the masters, lords and
rulers of the United States come from the
*robbed” and deprived class which our
Brooklyn Markhamite pities,

Mr, MARKHAM'S Immortal poem has no
application to the United States. Here the
Man with the Hoe has as good a chance as
anybody else and may rise to any place for
which his powers fit him, Or if he sinks,
Lo can become a Bryanite shouter and
yawp about the " wrongs" of the ** produc-
ing classes.”

The Middle-of-the-Roadsters.

The Middle-of-the-Road Populists of
Texas, who polled 60,000 votes for thelr
separate Bryan and Watson electoral
ticket in 1896 and 115,000 wvotes for
BarsNerr Gipes, their nominee for Gov-
ernor in 1898, have been holding a
conference and announce their deter-
mination of holding a meeting at Waco
In March to put in nomination candl-
dates for Governor and other officers,
to oppose any further harmonizing
with the Democrats, to elect delegates
to a Middle-of-the-Road Populist Conven-
tion, and to adopt as their motto in the
1900 campaign the words “Down With
Fusion.” These Middle-of-the-Road men
might, perhaps, under different conditions,
be large factors in the contest of 1900,
but for the cireunmstance that their
sineerity has been diseredited by the Demo-
cratic alllance of 1806 when their *‘princi-
ples " were bodily confiseated.

Despite a record of a quarter of a million
votes cast for their separate electoral
ticket four years ago, they are now of no
fmportance, In the Eastern Btates the
Middle-of-the-Road Populists have been
absorbed by other eccentrie factions, and In
the five States in which they rancandidates
last year their voto was insignificant: 1,604
in Towa, 4,838 in Michigan, 1,088 {n Penn-
eylvania} 3,088 in Kentucky and 6,007
in Mississippl. In the last State, they
showad the greatest voting strength in the
absence of any Republican State ticket, a
condition of affairs that {s found also In
Texas, where in the State election of 1898
the Republicans did not put up a State
ticket, although two years befors Mr.,
McKiNLeY had received 170,000 votes,

TheMiddle-of-the-Roadstersin Waco must
ba sanguine Indeed {f they do not recog-
nize the fact that ciroumstances are not
now propitious for crank parties or parties
of orank statesmen in the United States,
the people of which have little use for the
nostrums of agitators.

In a long speech to a short audience in
Washington, the Hon, GEorak BrwaLrLr Bout-
weLL put forth the dreadful notion that some-
body or other s trylng to dish the republio
and set up an empire on the ruins, The gulity
person ought to be smoked out, Mr. Bourt-
wrLt should name him and move that he be
condemned to the Hole-in-the-SBky to which
the Groton statesman sentenced ANDREW
JOHNBON,

The medal presented on the Massachu-
setts yosterday to Lieut. Vicroa Brum by the
women of South Carolina was a graceful com-
pliment, well deserved. Lieut. BLUE was one
of the many men recommended by the Presl-
dent for reward for distinguished services
whom the flght toincrense the honors assigned
to Rear Admiral SCHLEY prevented from
receiving any recognition on the part of the
Government,

For the benefit of Col. BRYaw, Jackson
Day has been prolonged 8o as to come the rest
of this month and all of next. He has a long
list of Jacksonian engagements and was foroed
to ask for an extension of time. He will nos
cateh up with JAcRsoN until long after Wasm-
1¥oToN's Birthday. The busiest performer in
the United States.

]

SAVINGS AND BAVERS,

Immense Increase in Savings Banks Depos-
itors and Deposits.

To TRE Ep1ToR oF THE Bux—USir: The sav-
ings of our people are simply enormous, and
speak well for their care and thrift, The fol-
lowing flgures taken from the Comptroiler's
report in Washington, giving the progress of
the savings banks in the United States for the
past flve years, may prove interesting to your

readers:
1898,

Number of Savings Banke in U. 8., 1,070
Total Aeporits. .ouviivaininsssnsminiss §1,841,000,000
Burplus. ...cociiermene esecrennsenes 168,000,000
Bundry assets. . eeivieiiieniiinianes ¥.000.000

Total a888i8. .o et v ivinrinnneas $2,018,000,000
1809,

Number of Savings Banks inU. 8., 042

Total deposits. .ooevverrsvies $2,100,000,000

Burplus. ... . ’ 186,000,000

Bundry assets. .....ovviienivsiiininins 7.000,000

$2.401,000,000

Therefora our savings in five years have
Increased $388,000,000; the number of deposs
{tors has also increased during the same period
83,000, and the average deposit per person
has risen from $360 to $3005,

Truly we may congratulats ourselves; a
recont trip abroad has strengthened my con-
viction that,as a peopls, we live better and
with more comfort, and at the same time save
more monsy, than any other natlon in the
world, Wirnniav HaNmarr,

01 Caamners St., New York, Jan, 13,

Zion Churches,

To Tae Fprror or Tue Sux—Sir: In the story
in to-day’s Sts headed ** Discord in Two Churches,”
it shiould have Leeon mentioned that both of the
churches ars for colored peophs.

Briveerort, Jan. 11, A Coxsranr Reapce,

[EETERTT

Total assets. .

Our correspondent is mistaken, The churches re-
ferrved to wers {dentified as of colored congregations
by the word Zion, the common styls that denotes
colored chiurches,

Descendant of a Signer Killed in South
Africa,

L'rim the Birmingham Age- Hevald

Lieut. Charles Carroll Wood of the Lancashire
Reglinent, who was kiiled in Lattle with the Boers
in the Transvaal the other day, was of Southern an-
cestry. He was themon of John Taylor Wood, who
distinguisbed himself in the Navy of the Confeder-
ate Statesin the A erican Civil War.  After the fall
of theConfederacy, John Taylor Wood econcluded not
to reriuin in the United States, and he took up his
residence in Canada, His children have been
broughit up as sul_ects of the British Queen. Lieus,
Wood's mother was a Misse Mackubin of Maryland,
who spraug from the famous Carrolls of Carrollton,

Shedding Their Fool's Caps.

From the Dietroit Jowrnal.

Teacher=Forst clase, in fool'scaps atand up!
man bad, an the commencement of the Christian era,
sturted to las up 81 per year, when woinld he have
socired bis nrst dollar?

Ciass—at the close of the vear 1,

Toncher=Correct. When wonld he have laid up
the lust cent of his second dollar?

Ciass—At th elosa of the year 2,

fencher Correct, Now, when would he have
eorral.nd the last cent of his 1900th dollar?

Class <At the and of the 1000th year

1ta

Tea her—Correet,
off those caps,
ars f1nart.

(P. 8. —There are as many cents in & dollar as there
re yoAM in & contwryy

Now go to iuur seata and take
You know more than the folks who

[—
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IN BOUTH AFRICA.

Gen, French seems to be steadily olhow.
Ing his way toward the Orangs River at
Norval's Pont, pushing the Boors back frst
from his loft and now from his right. Having
oecupled positions to the west tud north of
Colesterg covering tho roads to the nortl,
he 1s now reported to be engnged in trylng
to envelop thelr left flank and drive them
up the road toward Norval's TPont. or cut |
thelr communications, About halt wiy
between Colesberg junetion and Achtertung
Atation there (s a rango of hills through which
tho railway passes, the prineipal positions on
which are held by the Boers, and it is to dis-
lodge them from these positions that he has
begun the movement reported from Cape Town
against their left flank. From the report of a
reconnolssance made toward Achtertaug it
would appear thut the Boers have decided to
muke n stand at that point, as they wero found
to have guns in position, and their defencos
are said to be surrounded by wire entangle-
ments,

Astothe situation on tha Modlder River and
In the nelghborhood of Sterkstroom, thors fs
completo silence, for the reason probably that
thercare things g ing on which the British War
OMco desires to keep close, There [s aqual
retlcence with regard to affairs on the Tugela,
the only newa from that quarter being pub-
lished in a Vienna paper on the authority of a
telegram from Brussels, probably apocryphal,
that tho Boers had stormed all the positions
round Ladysmith, which was expected to
eapitulate at any moment,

Meanwhile it is Interesting to learn that
among the papers left behind at Dundee by
the British when they hurriedly evacuated
that place in October, were a number of doou-
ments of presant military und future historical
value, They are now in the possession of the
Transvaal Government and unveil & thor-
oughly worked-out scheme to attack the inde-
pendence of both the republies as far back as
1808, notwithstanding constant assurances of
amity toward the Orangs Free BState,
Among these papers thers are portfolios of
mllitary sletches of various routes of invasion
from Nutal into the Transvaal and Frea State,
prepared by Major Graut, Capt. Melville and
Capt. Gale, fmmedlately after the Jameson
rald. A further portfolio, marked esecret,
styled “Reconnolssance Reports of Lines of
Advance Through the Fres State,” was pre-
pared by Capt. Wolley, in the Intelllgeuce
Division of the War OfMee, in 1807; and 1t is
accompanied by a specinl memorandum,
slgned by Bir Rodvers Duller, to keep it
secret, DBut both the Transvaal and Free
State Governments eoem  either to hava
been well served by their agents, or their mili-
tary leaders divined the iutentions of the
British Government, for it became known to
them soon after Gen. White arrived in Natal
that he had orders not to wait a declaration of
hostilities but to seize tha Vun Reenen's Pass
whenever he considered himsel! stroug
enough to act. So socon as the Free State
Government was warned of the premedis
tated aggression of the British Government
it determined to forestall it, and before
Gen, White could act the Frea State forces
had occupled and  fortifled the pass,
thus blocking the main avenue by which the
British had proposed making their prinecipal
advance against the Transvaal. These focts
throw considerable light on much that was ob-
scure in connection with the decision taken by
the Transvanl Government not to wait for the
British to make the first move, but toanticipate
them and carry tha war into the British terrl.
tory. They alsogo to explain tha confusion
into which the whole British plan of campaign
was thrown when it was found that the advance
from Ladysmiththroughthe Orange Free State
was no longer practicabla, Coples of the docu-
ments captured at Dundea have, it {s sald,
been submitted to the Governments of the
great European powers,

A brier telegram from the Modder River
Camp states that heavy cannonading was
heard in the direction of Kimberlay on Wed-
nesday, but beyond that nothing was known,

GEN., WIILSON ON THE CUBANS,

He Tells How Best to Relieve the Needs of
the Cuban People.

Wasnrxarox, Jan. 13 —Gen. James H. Wil.

son, Military Commander of the Provinces of
Matanzas and Santa Clara, Cuba, delivered an
address to-day to the members of au American
Auxillary of the Cuban Provisional Red Cross,
Gen. Wilson had been asked to explaln what,
in his opinion, would be the best manner to ree
lieva the needs of the people of Cuba, and In
his address he reviewed very fully the condie
tions now existing in Cuba, He sala:
B"1f intervention on our part had been delayed
ten months longer the whole of the agricul.
tural distriet would have been dead. But, with
our help, the spectra of want has been driven
away, I wanttotell you that the Cuban peopls
are just as benevolent as you are, They made
the most heroio sacrifices, Hundreds of men
dled of starvation In order that their wives and
children might live.”

The school system preseribed by lawin Cuba,
he said, is as good as ours. The teachers are
not as well equipped as ours because there ars
no normal schools or such institutions in the
{sland, but many of them ware educated in this
country, He spoke,as an instance, of a school
taught by a graduate of Cornell in a town in
his distriet. He had fifty-four pupils and all
spoke English as well, almost, as wo do, and
could hold their own with any similar number
of scholars in the same grade in this country.
There wera no divided sehools {n Cuba.

“In extending your assistance to the schools
of Cuba,” said Gen. Wilson, “conflne yourself
to the matter of furnishing books and desks
and achool appliances, There 18 no neenrssity
for establishing new ones. The books and
appllances were all worn out or destroyod dur-
ing the years of tha rovolution

“Tatanus {3 nniversal in Cuba. A wound in
the foot of a human belng or of an animal is
almosat sure to result in lockjaw, Shoes and
stockings, therefore, light clothing or the ma-
terial to make up are the chief requisites.
There {3 no usa sending yonr cast off winter
clothing down there, for it cannot be worn, Jn-
dead, !hnru‘ ia no nse in aending anything hut
money to Cnba and an intelligent representa-
tive to direct its expenditure. I can quote
ths “"coon” rong of May Irwin very appropri-
ately as regards Cuba in the extension of
eharity, 'If you aint ot no monsy you nesdn't
come around.’ The Red Cross, |'am sorry to
eay, has alread v wasted mnch money In eatab.
lishing eleemosynaryviinstitutiongand then fnd-
Ing funds were lacking to conducet them, De-
vote your help to assisting the institutions
already establishod.  Teachers and kinder-

aArtnera may bo sent witn wisdom, but hear
n mind that light clothing, plenty of shoes and
stockings, medicines that will buld  up
enarvatad systems are what ara needod
Evarything else would ba a work of superero-
gation

"It is the only troniaal country In which the
soclal eMefency of the white man has been
proven. Benjamin Gill's hook to tha eontrary
notwithstandiug. The Cuban whites are just
as 8trong, Just as industrions, just as henevo ot
as the same clnss in thls country, [ deolare,
without reservation, thatintha citiesof Matan-
zaw and Santa Clarn, ranging in popuiation
from 12,000 to 40,000 people thers i loss vin.
leneo, less Inwlasanesa than there 18 in any o/t-
fos ofthe game «izeinthe United States, 11
18 no mora humane. no more kindly !
than the Cubans.  Fvery unkindly term that
has been leveled at them has been unjust o
untrie, '’

Gan, Wilson was askad by ane of the ladies
wWhether the Spagiards or the Cabans repre-
sented the best class of tha eltizens of the
fsland. “The Cubans,” he responded with em-
phasais,

Ment and Caneer,
From the Hoaspatal
The quaestion how far the lnercase «
among the more highly eivilized nations
which has appeared co marked during recont

{ cancer

years, 8 caused by the greaterquantity of meat
which iseaten in prosperous countiivs s g
matter of very considerable interest. i hat

mun i{s by nature no® avegetarian, in other

words that he is naturally not a mixed footor,
may he taken as protty coptain: bhat it i< also
eortiain that asthe result of hard neeessity meat

has generally in times past been to him ainy-
ury, and has but rarely tound a prepondorating
element in his diet, But with prosperity and
with the greator ease with which animal £l
ean now be obtained we find whole nations fall.
Ing npon meat as a necessary ingrediont of
their daily diet; and in the very nations among
whom this change is most noticeablo we are
told that opncer shows the greatest increase, |

NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC COMMITTER

Nearch for a Chairman to Sucoced Senator
Jones—Review of the Possibilities.

Wasnixarox, 'an 12 ~Three national elec.
tions were won for the Democratio party with,
respectively, Senator Barnum of Connecticut,
Nenator Gorman of Maryland and Blate Secre-
tary Harrity of Pennsylvania, three Eastern
statesmen, as chalrmon of the National Demo-
eratic Committee, Bonator Jones of Arknnsas,
who became national chalrman In 15, was
the first Western or SBouthwestern Democrat
to occupy that post. His retention in 1100
lias become uncertain through personal and
factional differencos,

Jones hails from o Btate overwhelmingly
Democratie, from a section of country in which
there are no doubtful eloctoral votes, and his
“management” of the 1808 canvass was not
brilliant, This may have been due to his luck
of funds, but that doesn't enter into calcula-
tions. The selection of another chalrmun must
be, from present appearances, no easy task, for
thers have been a most unusually large num-
ber of political fatalities since 1808 among
those whose qua'ifications for the post were
accepted as at least serious,

Goebel of Kentucky, who seemed likely to be
tho Democratie “man on horseback’ as an
effoctive leader and manipulator, sustained in
his own State a defeat which makes |mpraoti-
cable his further promotion, irrespective of
any nction taken by the Frankfort Leglslature
or its members,

McLean of Ohlo, whose recommendations as
almoner of campaign funds for a party in great
need of them In 1000, and whose strategetio
ability was highly prized till practically tested,
fuiled utterly fn the handling of his own can-
vass and was overwhelmed with disasterin
Ohio, Altgeld of Illinois, whose undoubted
nwnios as an organizer and campaign man-
agér wers geucrally recognized in 183, when
he was Governor, was a candidate for Mayor of
Chicago, in April, 1808, and was disastrously
defeated, failing to carry a single ward of that
ecity of many wards, and arousing antagonisms
which would make dangerous his selection for
the post, except by deliberate sacrifice, in ad«
vancee, of the electoral vote of Illinois,

The Democratie party in the New England
Stutes, decadent in character and diminished
in membership, I8 without avai'able leaders
for the nativnal contest, The last hopa was
blasted when, at the recent election in Boston,
Gen. Colling, the Democratic candidate for
Mayor, was defeated In that Demooratic city.

The obstacles to Democratic success in New
Jersey have been numerous and increasing
rince 18 5. Former Senator Bmith staked
everything for the Democrats upon the elee-
tion of 1808 for Governor; they fell far short of
the vote required, and Smith went down.

In Missourl, from which former Gov, Stone
hafls, there has recently sprung up a contest
long deferred between the two wings of the
Democratio party there, oue representing a pro-
gressive faction of voters in the northern coun-
tics, and the other Confoderate soldiers and
theirsuccessors in the southern tierof counting
and in the backwoods districts. Theacceptance
of any Missourl chairman for the Democratio
Nationsl Committee, while bringing nothing ot
benefit to the Demoeratie ight in 1800, would
put in perll the support of the State which gave
Bryan his largest electoral vote and which the
Republicans are hopeful of carrying this year,

There are no longerany representative Dem-
ocrats—no suecessors to Hendrloks, Willlams,
MeDonald, Landers or Voorhees—in Indlana,
now for the first time in popular recoilection
represanted by two Republican United States
Senators. Indiana has been politically over-
shadowed, since she ceased being an October
State, by the two neighboring States of Ohlo
aud Iliinois,

The disastrous defeat of the Democrats in
lowa, the return of Kansas to tha Republiean
column and the manifest impraoticability of
tho acceptance of any trans-Mississippl chair.
man on any other issue but that of radical
gilverism, reduces the Democratio party to the
altornative of either retalning Jones as chair-
man or of seeking as a campaign manager
Martin of Virginia, recently redlocted by the
Legislature of that HState after a hard
battie in which his qualities as a political leader
were put o a serfous test, Martin fe a Democrat
of conservative proclivitiesand Eastern connec-
tions. He {8 of middle age, will be a Benator
until 1007, and is certain to have the support
of the Maryland Democrats, who have a vie-
tory to their eredit in that State and control
not only its administration, but the munieipal
affalrs of Baltimore as well,

The Western and Southwest radloals, the
foes of railroads, trusts and all combinations
of capital, have little use for Martin, however,
and the proposition {3 made that, in addition
to being the eandidate, Bryan will be asked to
take the chairmanship of the Democratiec Na-
tional Committesa and to become at once the
party's Presidential candidate, the chief advo-
cate of his own election, and the manager of
the political details connected with it—the urch«
fteet, so to speak, of his own politieal fortunes
and, to use a New York colloguialism, “the
whole shooting gallery.”

What {s much more probable than this, how-
ever, is that Jones of Arkansas, Hempstead
county, into the capital township of which two
railroad trains run daily, will remaln in charge.

The search though for a better chairman
of tha Democratic National Committes than
Jones for 1900 s not likely to be abandoned
until after the meeting of the convention,
Meanwhile the existing committes meets here
on Feb, 22,

THE MAN WITH THE HOR,

His Big Work and Small Pay-Is He Robhed
by the Rich?

To Tae Eptron o¥ Tng Sux—=Sir: I should
lika to have gomething to say in the Man with
the Hoa discussion now raging, if you can glye
me space, Andrew Carnegie can scarcely be
aecused of raudicalism, yet he {s ereditod with
having sald: "The greatest surprise of my life
was to find that the people who do the work of
the world never get rich.” The Man with the
Hoe is a type of the men who do the work of
the world, He has worked hard from his early
life, and will do so till he dies. The chances
are that ha will naver have more than the
barest of physieal neocessities, and there are
those who will even envy him these,

Why does the Man with the Hoe so seldom
beecome even moderately well-to-do?

Hera {8 a'"gentleaman.” who never workaed
and who probably nevar will. HHespenda hilstime
between the fushionable clubs, soeial funetions,
races, hotels, theatres, travelling—in short,
amusing himself to tha top of hs bent all the
days of his life. How does it come that,
monthly, quartariyor year'y, golden gtreams of
wenlth ponr into this man's pockets, so that all
ho hasto dols tospend his lncome? What js
tho soures of his inconie?

There was u time when the rieh man owned
the Man with the Hoe, ani got his wealth in a
way that every ons could understand. The
Man with the Hoe has now been (reed from
slavery. Dnt he works ns hard as ever, and is
a8 poor as ever, The mastors of the woril do
as lttle work as ever, and are as rich us ever—
orricher

L4 it not a reasonabla inference that the rich
arc stillbin some way exrracting their richos
from the Man with the Hoe? [ boliove the Man
with the Hoe i3 robbed! [ belleve it wrong to
denounce thoss who would do something to

top the robbery. [ beliove your idea of leave
nie him content with his lot ia a swinish phi-
losophy STEPHEN BELt

=

SUSOUTHSECOND STREET. BROOKLYN, Jan, 11,
]

THE TALU! 'H LYNCHERS,

Italy Intimates That Their Punishinent I
Neeessary to Fall Redress.,

WasmaNuToN, Jan, 13 =The Italian Govern-
ment, through its Amba cador hers, has inti-
mated strongly to the State Departmient that it
regards the punistment of the persons engaged
inthe iynehing of tive Italians at Talnlah, La,,
sty to the full redrose feh Traly has
esked, Owing to the fact that tl Ime [« witn-
i the isdiction of th

s

s Nrata eourts anl not

amenn to Federal survisdietion, the national
Govert utis obliged to await the aection of
the Lonidana tribunals, Heretofore the seyv.
cral rnteroational inedents caused by the
vieching o lan suljeets in the United
Ntntes by ] !Jl.-dmf by the payment of
bridde it voihe familion of the persons
bynelial, O foas always appropriating the

DMOULT -u! on. On aecennnt of the inti-
mation from Iraly, efforts will be renewed 1y
the Goverument to securs the passage of billa

providing that cases involving injury to for-J

elguers shall be tried fu the Federal courts,

—
A4 NEW HIGH EXPLOSIVE,

Nelther Fire nor Hard Blows Will Explode
It, wnd 1t s not Affected by Cond,

Wasuixarox, Jan, 13 ~The Ordnance Bureay
of the Navy, under Adinlral O Neill, hns begun
the Investigation of & new high explosive
known us marsite, the discovery of a Mr. Hath.
away of Wellsboro, Pa, Prellminary testsofthe
compound have heen made under the divestion
of Commnander Joseph Eaton of the navy, and
good results have so far beon obtained. Al the
great European powers are experimenting
with new high explosives with nview to wie
curing a compound which combines groat va.
locity with low pressurs and safety. The
ordnance experts of the army haya undar o .
sideration an explosive known as thorite,
which s claimed to be a nitrate eompoun .|,
and now the navy has taken up marsite, wh
I8 also belleved to be a nitrate compound. The
Inventor of marsite has not yot disclosed the
composition of Lis explogiva, but ha hne
demonstrated to Commander Eaton thut It {s
onvof the safust explosives in the world to
handle,

Commander Faton recently witnassed an ex.
hibition nt Lowell, Mass., whore the axplosive
wis subitted to a puwmber of unheard.of
tosta. It looks like adark elay and there wie
no little trapidation when the inventor pro-
ecveded to pound it with a hammer to break it
futo small piecrs. He demonstrated that it (s
impossibla to produce an explosion with it Ly
hard blows, and a further trial showed that (g
would not explods when lighted, The fHame
causad it merely to sizzle for a second and the
light went out. To explode muaraite it {8 necess
sary touse simultancously the combined forces
of percussion and concussion, In conducting the
exporiments theso forces wore secured by the
use of un electric battery. and to show
its great power a quantity of the ecinpound
was placed in a 4-inch shall, which was
placed in an exeavation in the ground, Over
tho hole wns a sereen of steel oua inoh thiok,
and a wooden structiure was bullt on top. The
current was turned on, and the explosion tore
a hole in the steel plate and burst the shell a
thousands of fragments, Most explosives loss
their power when in contact with great eold,
but marsite was placed botween two large
cakes of ice, explodad with the aleotrio current
and cast plecasof jce high in the air.

Admiral O'Nell expeots that further teats will
be conducted to learn the stability of the new
compound und to determine its keeping
qualities,

FRENCH LAW OF MARRIAORB,
Explanation of the Status of Forelgn Wives
of French Subjects.

WasHINGTON, Jan. 13.—1In a mall despatoh to
the Btate Department, the Unitad States Eme
bassy at Paris has made an explanation of the
French laws concerning the status of forelgn
wives of French subjocts;

American women who have become the wives
of Frenchmen, and subsequently hava been
desorted, have a peculinr status before the law
of France. The Fronch law of marriage vroe
vides that marriages contracted by French
eitizens In forelgn ecountries are valid 1f celee
brated accordingto theforms habitual in those
countries, provided they econform to the ree
quirements of the r'rench code with respect to
age, prior marriage, kinship, parental consens
and consent of the parties, If, however, these
formalities hava been disregarded, the de-
serted wile still can claim recognition {f she
wis years of age and her husband 23
atthe time of the marreinge, and If thare was
no wanifest intention to evads the provision of
the French law, Under thess conditions the
alliunce would be known by the eourts as & pus
tative marriage, the effect of which would ba,
notwithstanding the invalidity of the mare
ringe, o give tha wife the status of a legally
married woman and the childrent the right to
bear the name of the father,  They could also
inherit tho father's estate.  The French law
would. further, give the putative wife the righs
ol alimony and enable her to force such o
claim, not only against harlhushand, but, in the
event of his inability, against his relatives,

Aun American wifo of a Freuch husband whe
has vproved unfaithful, therefore, {8 properiy
rmm-md by the law of France and the hus-

and {8 released from noge of his obligationa,
If he should, under these circumstances, re-
marry in France, he would be llable to sentence
for bigamy in the courts of his own land If it
could be shown he was overtwenty-five years of
age at the time of his first marriage, and had
eutered Into that contract in good faith,

S

GUARDED IN DEATH BY HER DOG,

The Faithful Animal's Distress When Hes
Body Was Taken Away.
From the Philadelphia Record,

Guarded by « handsome dog that had beem
her constant companion in life, the dead body
of aged Mrs, Mary McDonald of 425 Lombard
strest, was found on the doorstep at Fourthand
Lombard streets yesterday morning. The
poorly-clad woman was noticed by scores of
passersby as she sat on the step, with her head
leaning against the door, but they supposed she
had become weary and had fallen asleep as she
sat in the sun. Bhe was dressed in ehabby

biack, with a worn fur cape thrown around
hor shoulders, and a whitsa vell over her
face made n quoer contrast with hor otherwise
black attire, Women andchildron on their way
to the nearby grocery store noticed the queer
pair—old woman and dog—seated together, but
no one's suspleions were aroused by the
woman's long rest, )

Finally Mrs. Gelsking, the wifa of a baker
across the street, saw the handsome black and
white dog lick the woman's hands and faoe
and then give s dismal how! as his caress was
not returned, Fearing that the old woman was
i, and could not rise from the step, she startod
to investigate. As she approached she wus met
by & threatening advance from the dog, and
she reached the step only after many kind
words to the aulmal, Shaking the old woman’s
shoulder failed to arous + her, and when her
arm was ralsed it was found to be cold and
stifl. Mrs. Geisking dropped it with a seream,
end notitle | the neighbors, A small crowd col
lected around the old woman, but the dog kept
them all at bay., Every advance was met by a
snarland Policeman (uilsou oo the Third dise
trict was callad,

His approach was likewise resented by the
faithful animal, but tha patrol wagon was
called and the woman's body was placed {n it
{n spite of the dog'sprotests and growla, When
his mistress was put in the wagon and he was
left out he howled and barked and ran wildly
about, but reafusad to be caught, The woman
was first taken to the Pennsyivania Hospital,
where it was found shoe had been dead some
time, and was then removed to the Morgue,
whore the Coroner's post-mortem showed she
had succumbed to an attack of heart disaase.

The dog followed the patrol wagon to the
hospital, and exidently thought his mistress
remained thers, as ha wuited outside until
noon, when he returned dejoctedly tothe rooms
on Lombard strect,

While no ona seamed to know the dead
woman, she was a familinr sight on the streeta,
however, as police and citizens had secn hee
every morning with the dog, The animal was
well kept and wore a handsome eollar,

COCA CHEWING IN BOLIVIA,

South American Bellef in the Mysterlons
Powers of the Plant.
From the Chicago Record,

The Indians regard the coca with extreme
revorsnce.  VYon Tschudi, the Austrian sele
entist, who made a most thorough study of
the anclent customs of the Incus, says: “Dure
Ing divine worship the priests chowed cocs
leaves, nnd unless they wers suppiled with
them (t was belinved that the fuvor of the god
could not be gained. It was ulso deemed
necessary that the supplicator for divine grace

should avproach the priests with aa
‘neullico’ in his mouth, It was believed
that any busiucss undertaken  withous
the benediction of  coea leaves would
not prosper, and to the shrub itselt

worship was renderad, During an interval
of more than 300 yeurs Christinnity has nos
been able to subdue this deep-rooted 1d)
try, for evervwhere we fInd traces o

in the mysterious powers of this plaut. The
excavators in the mues of Coiro del Pasco
throw chewed coea upon the hard veins of
metal, in the belief that it softens the ore
and renders it more easy to work. The
Indians even at the present time put eoecas

leaves intho months of s in order
o secure them o iavorable ¢ plion on thoele
entrance intownother world, nnd whoen o Per
viau on a journey falls in with a mutaray he,
With timid reverence, presonisto it s
leaves o8 his pious o Tering."”
Onnof the seiontin s vupliorers who has hoan
working up region told me |

Ho Coey

m this I8 ove

perience with a coca chewar, A 1min was o1«
ploved by me he said, “In very intaorions
digging. Duringthe five days and nights ha
Wis i Iny servies he nover taste | food
took only two hours  sleep each night, bt
Intarvals of two hours an ta halforthre: o 4
e repeatedly echiewsd o hall an oune ¢
coca leaves and kept an ‘weallicn' eant v
In his mouth, I was constantiy besilo ;
and, therefore, had the onportunity to
observe him. T'he work for whioh [}
Kaged hin being (nished, e acoompan )
OnAtwo days' Journey aerossene lovel
Though on foot, Le keot pacc ol my o |
halted only for the cliacenr - how n
Ienving me be dacired that b wor o w i
engage himaelfaguis forthe aym {
work aond that he would go thenugi i w t
foad if WO uld but woaow Bl wsuttldent Y
ol coca, he village priest assiurs | L)

this man was 52 years of uge, nnd thit he b
Gever knowa him to be 1l 1o his lite,”




